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LRNC COMMUNITY FORUM QUESTIONS 

Q1: How will work on site be funded? 
A: The site will be funded through multiple sources, resulting from the LRNC consortium being 
comprised of five agencies, each of which brings in its own connections/financial resources.  Anticipated 
major sources of funding include: 

• General fund dollars of the SBVMWD and IERCD, as both entities have an obligation within 
their respective missions to engage/educate the public in benefits/methods of natural resources 
conservation as a fundamental part of organizational function.   

• Unique partnerships, such as the maintenance of a key contact with the governmental facility 
supporting developmentally disabled adults in Orange County closing in December 2019, 
looking to re-home the majority of its supplies including furniture, off-road vehicles, large office 
units, and tools.  The connection with the property is allowing LRNC Consortium to participate 
in review/selection of re-homing these materials and supplies, saving the partners considerable 
funding that would otherwise be spent furnishing and operating the Center. 

• In-kind sup port/sweat equity from LRNC Consortium members and partners, in addition to 
LRNC community members, as evidenced in the scale of response to calls for resident interest 
in participating in site volunteering and uplift that have gone out in the last month.  For 
example, in an LRNC workday in July of this year, over 30 people showed up to remove trash 
and dead biomass; repaint over vandalized sections of the property; and restore function to site 
landscaping, among other tasks. 

 
Q2: Comment 
A: Janice McWilliam from Girl Scout Troop 32 introduced herself to the forum and offered help from Girl 
Scout Troop 32 
 
Q3: How will equestrians be impacted given the plans for reopening the site? 
A: There are no plans to limit equestrians accessing the site, provided use is within parameters for 
safety of Center visitors.  LRNC Consortium partners will make sure equestrians are included in some 
level of master planning on site. 
 
Q4: Where will long-term site funding come from – particularly concerning given the fluctuation in 
capacity of fee-based government programs which tend to fluctuate wildly in response to 
economic trends? 
A: The variability in organizational type/areas of focus within the LRNC Consortium is a significant 
advantage in developing and sustaining sources of long-term site funding.  The SBVMWD and IERCD 
are agencies receiving tax bases which do not have the degree of sensitivity to changes in the economy 
that strictly fee-based services do, and for that reason their funding is anticipated to remain consistent.  
Further, the SBVMWD is a member of the 12-entity Upper Santa Ana River Habitat Conservation Plan 
(SARHCP), a well-funded collaborative effort among government agencies focused on services 
including education, outreach, and habitat restoration throughout the watershed.  The stability and 
financial power of the SARHCP, coupled with its long-term mandates in the region, serve as another 
source of stable funding for restoration and education at LRNC. 



2 
 

 
Q5: Will the site be regularly staffed? 
A: Yes, the LRNC will have a variety of staff members from Consortium and partner agencies consisting 
of those stationed regularly on site and those who will periodically use the site.  At this point in the 
planning process, the Consortium is planning for one full-time site manager, multiple education staffers 
who will support on-site field trips and workshops; agricultural managers and practitioners focused on 
sustainable food on site; and multiple natural resources staffers who will be working on a variety of site  
maintenance, wildlife support, and adjacent creek restoration. 
 
Staffing patterns will be evaluated and adjusted on an ongoing basis to meet the needs of residents and 
resources at the Center. 
 
Q6: Is the Jurupa Ditch Co. being explored as a source of site water? 
A: Yes, there are multiple options currently being explored to bring water to the site and to augment 
flow in Sunnyslope Creek, both with Jurupa Ditch Co and with SARHCP partners.  LRNC Consortium 
partners will continue to develop options for supplemental water as progress on the site continues.  
 
Q7: Will there be post-K-12 educational opportunities at LRNC? 
A: Riverside Community College Professor Tonya Huff requested more information on opportunities for 
RCC and other area college students at LRNC, having only heard about plans for K-12 education so far. 
Consortium responses included: 

• HdV: Plans for agriculturally-focused internships, where students can engage in a number of 
activities ranging from growing food to testing soil.  HdV is particularly interested in securing 
one or more students interested in assisting in design and capture of data affirming resources 
benefits from sustainable approach to agriculture 

• IERCD confirmed that post-K-12 internships will be part of the LRNC master plan concept and 
implementation 

 
Q8: Four-part audience question consisting of the following: 

a. Will there be expanded hours on site? 
A: Yes, current plans have the site staffed full-time five days/week and part-time on one 
additional day, with just one day/week closed to the public. 

b. Will there be fees charged associated with site use and activities? 
A: No fees will be charged for any resident activities or general use of the site.  There is 
potential to ultimately hold fundraising activities including farm-to-form dinners in the pecan 
grove; however, these will be the only activities with associated fees and all profits will be put 
back into resident programming at LRNC. 

c. What is currently being done to address ongoing vandalism on site? 
A: Currently, LRNC Partners are funding nightly security, planning to install lighting, and 
visiting the site regularly to deter new vandalism and to address existing graffiti and building 
damage as quickly as possible.  The long-term plan to combat vandalism includes ongoing 
security and elevated partner/resident presence at the Center, to minimize hours where LRNC 
is vacant and vulnerable to graffiti and other physical damage. 

d. How is the Consortium prepared to address long-term safety at LRNC 
A: Partners are focused on preventative action rather than reacting to safety concerns at LRNC, 
to the greatest extent possible.  Long-term safety is a significant component of the site’s 
master plan and will be addressed using many of the methods in place to discourage vandalism, 
in addition to cameras, outreach and education to residents on importance of reporting 
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criminal activity, and ongoing coordination with the Riverside County Sheriff’s office.  
Adjustments to protocols for site safety will be made as needed at LRNC. 

 
Q9: Will the LRNC be ADA Accessible? 
A: yes, trails and buildings will be ADA accessible 
 
Q10: Comment 
Mike Gardner, City of Riverside Councilmember (Ward 1) offered support for earlier comments by the 
SBVMWD related to mission-focused spending and benefits resulting from elevated number of partners 
on site. 
 
Q11: What is the timeline for programming at LRNC? 
A: Currently, LRNC Partners are working with a landscape architect to develop a master site plan with a 
short and long-term focus on partner collaboration, resident benefit, and site sustainability.  In addition 
to master plan development, LRNC partners are working to get Sunshine Haven Wildlife Rehabilitation 
and Huerta del Valle programming on site within the next six months, and a soft opening for the Center 
by fall 2020.  The Consortium will provide regular updates on timeline and programming on social 
media and through the email list. 
 
Q12: What is the size of the project? 
A: 40 A 
 
Q13: What kind of agreements have been executed among LRNC Partners? 
A: Formal agreements include a master site agreement between Riverside County Parks and Open 
Space District and the IERCD, and cooperative agreements between the LRNC Consortium partners. 
 
Q14: Who is the best contact for LRNC-related questions and concerns? 
A: IERCD is the best agency to contact, with best contacts including: 

• District Manager Mandy Parkes: 909-283-7779 / mparkes@iercd.org 
• Community Engagement Specialist Crystal Huerta: 909-799-7407 / cvalenzuela@iercd.org 

 
Q15: Are there plans to expand the current building? 
A: LRNC Partners maintain both a short-term practical vision and long-term large-scale vision for the 
site.  In the short term, partners plan to reopen the building by restoring water/power, repairing 
damage, and repainting, but otherwise not making significant structural changes.  In the long term, 
partners are considering all possibilities for fundable building improvement, including but not limited to 
renovation of existing space and migration to new location within the LRNC.  An updated building could 
be a source of ongoing site income associated with room rental, with collected funds going toward field 
trip transportation scholarships or other site programming needs. 
 
Q16: Who retains title to the property? 
A: The Riverside County Parks and Open Space District (RCPOSD) 
 
Q17: Comment 
Audience member commented that she hoped any new building constructed at the nature center 
would complement the landscape 
 
Q18: How will sustainable agriculture fit into a site previously intended to support wildlife? 
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A: Sustainable agriculture is an important component of the vision for the LRNC, but is also one 
designed to complement rather than overwhelm the site’s resident benefit and general natural 
resources programming.  The sustainable agriculture section of LRNC will be less than 5-A total, and 
will incorporate pollinator support, resident seating, and mixed-canopy agriculture designed to provide 
shade, to ensure site visitors feel comfortable walking among the agriculture sections of the site. 
 
Q19: Comment 
Audience member commented on the importance of educating LRNC visitors on the importance of 
collecting trash while hiking, and on not wanting any kind of updated building/fancy room for rent, even 
if it means revenues for program support at the Center. 
 
Q20: Comment 
Audience member also commented on being against the development of LRNC structures for rent by 
the public. 
 
Q21: Comment 
Member of GS Troop 32 commented that the addition of a larger multi-purpose community room as 
discussed by the LRNC Consortium would benefit groups including the Girl Scouts who are always 
looking for rooms to hold meetings. 
 
Q22: How will planned work/programming at LRNC support existing wildlife including coyotes and 
bobcats? 
A: Much of the work at LRNC will be focused on restoring function of the open spaces and perimeter 
habitats for the benefit of dependent wildlife.  Regular, ongoing assessments of habitat value will be 
conducted by LRNC partners to evaluate need to change strategy in the event of lower support than 
intended for native species.  Elements of the site such as sustainable farming will not taking up a 
significant section of the property, and for that reason do not appear to present a concern that wildlife 
will have limited use of the site 
 
Q23: How did LRNC Partners arrive at the correct spelling for Robidoux? 
A: Partners researched and determined Robidoux to be the more common spelling, and additional 
detail on historic progression of the name was provided by SHWR. 
 
Q24: Comment 
Audience member commented on agreeing on the lack of need for a rentable community room, and 
also offered her support in in-kind and direct fundraising for Center activities. 
. 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR ADDITIONAL FORUM QUESTIONS 

Mandy Parkes, IERCD: mparkes@iercd.org / 909-283-7779 
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